Moscow and St
Petersburg: two
famous Russian cities

Learn English through Russia’s two most famous cities.




Why Moscow and St Petersburg matter

(@ Moscow is Russia’s capital and largest city, while
St Petersburg is a major cultural center. Both
appear often in textbooks, travel texts, and
simple speaking tasks about history,
architecture, and city life.




Red Square and the Kremlin

Main Moscow symbol

Red Square is the best-known
square in Moscow and one of
the most recognizable places in
Russia. In English, students
usually say Red Square, the
Kremlin, and St Basil’s
Cathedral.

The Kremlin’s role

The Kremlin is a historic
fortress and a symbol of state
power. Its red walls, towers,
and the Spasskaya Tower make
it easy to identify in photos and
classroom illustrations.

Easy words to remember

This topic helps students
connect English vocabulary
with real places: square,
fortress, tower, cathedral, and
famous sight. These words are
useful for short descriptions
and comparisons.




The cathedral is famous for its unusual design and
bright domes, and today it is also a museum.

Encyclopaedia Britannica; official museum descriptions
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colorful domes
make the
cathedral
instantl
recognizable on
Red Square.




The most famous sights in Moscow

B Mention frequency

The chart shows which Moscow sights are most
often used in lesson materials and children’s
guides.

Red Square and the Kremlin clearly dominate, so
they should be learned first as the city’s main
symbols.

VyebOHag nog00pKa JJI YPOKa; YCIOBHOE paclipeneeHue o MaTepuaiaM
TEMBbI



Bolshoi Theatre and Moscow culture

Famous stage

The Bolshoi Theatre has been associated with ballet and opera since 1825. In
English, students can say the Bolshoi Theatre, a famous cultural place in Moscow.

Recognizable building

[t stands on Theatre Square and is known for its classical facade, columns, and
the sculpture of a chariot with horses. These details make it easy to spot in photos.

Culture as a sight

This example shows that a sight is not only a building or monument. A theatre can
also be an important place of art, music, and performance for visitors and city
residents.

Useful topic words

Words such as theatre, opera, ballet, culture, and art help students speak about
Moscow more precisely. They also expand simple descriptions beyond «big» and
«beautiful».




Moscow sights: names and key facts

A short table helps students match English names
with familiar places and remember their key
features.

Moscow combines historical symbols, cultural
landmarks, and modern public spaces.

Sight Location | Date Fact
Kpemiib / KpacHas .
Mocksa 15-16 BB. | Ancient center

TJIOLA/Ib

1555— Colourful domes /
Cobop / Teatp Mockga

1825 ballet

20 Bek / Exhibition park /
BAHX / 3apsabe Mocksa

2017 green space

YyeOHble MaTepUAIbI 110 TeME, CIIPABOYHBIE JaHHbIE O TaMITHIKAX
MOCKBBI




Modern Moscow: skyscrapers and city views
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Glass towers by the river

Moscow City shows the modern
side of Moscow. Tall glass
skyscrapers rise near the river
bank, and the skyline looks bright
and busy, especially in daylight. The
area is often used to introduce
words like modern, tall, and
business district.

A new city image

This part of the city is very
different from old squares and
museums. It helps students see
that Moscow is not only history,

but also a fast-growing urban
center with office towers and wide
VIEWS.

Old and new together

From many viewpoints, students
can compare the contrast between
high-rise buildings and the older
city behind them. That contrast is
useful for speaking: «This area is
modern, but the city is also
historic.»



The Hermitage and Palace Square

1. The museum first

The Hermitage Museum is one of the most famous
museums in the world. Its collections and grand
rooms make it a key word when students talk about
art, history, and city sights.

2. Palace Square

Palace Square is the main historic square in St
Petersburg. It is linked with imperial history and
large-scale architecture, so the word palace fits this
place very well.

3. Important buildings

The Winter Palace and the Alexander Column create
a powerful city view. Together they show why this
area is one of the most impressive and memorable
parts of St Petersbhurg.




How the historic center of St Petersburg is built

A simple route from the city’s main avenue to the river embankments and opening bridges.

Nevsky

Prospekt

to

Palace Square

near

the Admiralty

along

NEVE

embankments

to

Drawbridges
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Pexku, kanaJibl 1 MOCThbI CaukT-1leTepoypra

¥y

C

1%

HeBa 1 KaHaJ Ibl

Caukrt-IleTepOypr
110CTpOEeH HA HeBe
11 CCTU KaHAJIOB,
I103TOMY BOJIa CPa3y

3/1a€T 00K TOpojIa.

31ech VI0OOHO YUYUTH
cJIoBa river, canal

11 water, ormucniBasd
VIl

11 HaOepesKHbIE
IIPOCTHIMU
AHTTUCKUMU
dpasamu.

MocThl
KaK CUMBO.1I

MocTbI cTa I OTHON
113 TJIABHBIX BUBUTHBIX
KapToueK ropojia.
Oco0eHHO U3BECTHBDI
Palace Bridge, Trinity
Bridge

u Blagoveshchensky
Bridge, KoTopbie
COeIUHSAIOT Oepera

1 IIOMOT'al0T IOHSATD,
rouemy bridge —
Ba;KHOE CJIOBO TEMBI.

Hounou Buj

JleToM MOCTBI

1 Habepe;KHble
0COOEHHO KPaCUBbLI
BedepoM, KOIaa Bojia
oTpa;KaeT OTHU

1 He0O0 T0IT0
OCTACTCS CBETIbIM.
Taxon night view
neJIaeT ropoj JIETKO
y3HaBaeMbIM

B YUEOHBIX TEKCTax
11 HA poTorpapuix.

Pa3Bo1 MOCTOB

Pa3BO1 MOCTOB —
ApKasi TOpojacKas
TP,
CBsI3aHHasd

C IBUKEHHEM

110 Hese. /11 ypoKa
9TO XOPOIINU
[IpUMep TOro,

Kak opening bridge
IIOMOTAaET OMUCATH
He TOIbKO
APXUTEKTYDY,

HO U PUTM ;KU3HU
ropoja.
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lleproBp Cr1aca Ha hpoBu

XpaM Ha MecTe Ba;KHOT0 COOBITHS

[HepkoBb Criaca Ha KpoBu nosggBuI1ach B KOHIE XIX

BeKa Ha MecTe ruoen nMmieparopa Ainexkcamapa Il.

DTO OTHO U3 CAMBIX Y3HABAE€MbIX 3TaHNN
Cauxr-Ilerepoypra. /Liig pyucyHKa Ba;KHbI IPKUE
KyIoJia 1 00raTbIid JeKOPaTUBHBIN CILTYAT.

IIBeT 1 MO3anKa

Co0op cpa3y npuB/IeKaeT BHUMAHNE Pa3HOIIBETHBIMU
KynoJaMu 1 y3opaMu. Ero ¢pacaapl 1 ”HTEepbepbl 00raTo
yVKpalleHbl MO3aKOU, ITI09TOMY 3/IaHH€e BBIIISIUT
0COOEHHO HAaPSIHBIM. B M/LTIOCTpAIIi CTOUT I0Ka3aTh
colourful domes, decorative patterns u mejpuaumme
TEeTaIN.

PyccKo-BU3aHTHIICKUI CTILID

ApXUTEKTYpa XpaMa coeTUHIeT TPaTUIIIU
PYCCKOU U BU3aHTUNICKOU 1IIePKOBHOU IOCTPOUK.
113-3a 3TOr0 OH KyKETCS He IOX0KUM Ha JIPYrue
3maHud ropoga. Ha kapTHHKe MOYKHO ITIOTYEPKHYTH
church, cathedral u my3senbiu xapakrep

IIAMATHHNRA.




Tuns! 1ocronpuMeuvareabHocrel MOCKBbDI
n Cankr-llerepoypra

B history | religion [N art
JImarpaMma 1oKasbpIBaeT, 9TO 00a ropoaa CoUeTal0T B modern city
pasHbple TUIHI Sights, HO Je1a10T 3TO II0-Pa3HOMY.
DTO IOMOTACT CPABHUBATH UX HE 110 OJHOMY

IIAMSATHHKY, a 110 001IeMy XapakTepy.

Y MOCKBBI CIJIbHEE BBIPAYKEHBI I'OCYIapCTBEHHEBIE

11 coBpeMeHHble 00 beKThI, a Y CanKkT-IleTepoypra —
XYA0KECTBEHHDBIE, TBOPIIOBLIC 1 BOTHBIC
IIPOCTPAHCTBA.

CocTaB/IeHO 10 TEMaTUYEeCKOMY 0TOOPY IOCTOIIPUMeUaTe IhbHOCTEN 13 yueOHOIro MaTepualia; jara
He TpedyeTcs.
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Ilereprod v umMieparopcKue nmpuropoabl

TI'opox (ponTaHoOB

[leTeprod n3BecTeH cBOUMU (POHTAaHAMU, KOTOPBIE JIEIAI0T aHCcaM0/JIb 0COOEHHO sKUBBIM U IMPa3IHUYHBIM. B aHIVIMIICKOM OIICAHNU
yI00HO UCHOAb30BaTh c1oBa fountains u cascade, Korma peub UIET 0 Bole, IBUKEHUU 1 KpacoTe IapKa.

boJbi101 1BOpeEI;

Bosblion ABopel; HalmoMIUHAET 0 TOM, uTo IleTeprod cosmaBaJcs Kak UMIepaTopcKas pesuaeHIus. 31ech Ba;KHbI ¢1oBa palace u gold,
IIOTOMY UTO 3/IaHIE CBSI3aHO C POCKOIIBIO, ICTOPUEN IBOpA U MapATHON apXUTEKTYPOIL.

Huzxanii napk

HiKHUI apK TOMOIHSIET TBOPIIOBBIN aHCAMOIb 3€JI€HbI0, a/LIeSIMU 1 OTKPBITBIMU ITPOCTPaHCcTBAMU. /11T Y4EHKOB 9TO YIOOHBII
IpuMep caoBa garden, a Tak:Ke croco0 IOKa3aTh, KaK IIPUPOIA U apXUTEKTYPa COETUHSAIOTCI B OTHOM MeCTe.

Bujx Ha Mmope

[TeTreprod odpanén K PUHCKOMY 3aIUBY, I09TOMY 3/1€Ch 0COOEHHO 3aMETHbBI IIPOCTOP, CBET U BOIHAS IIepCHEeKTUBA. B onmcannu
MO;KHO HCII0JIb30BaTh BhIPAyKEHIE Sea view, YTO0bI MOTYEPKHYTh HEOObIYHOE PACHOIO;KEHE KOMILIEKCA.
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Kkhparroe cpaBHeHueE JIBYX I'OPO/JI0B

T'opop

N3BecTHBIE MecCTa

OCo0eHHOCTDH

Mocksa

Kpemsb, KpacHas nomnjazb

Bacte ¥ Maciirad

Cankr-IleTepOypr

Opmurax, [leteprod

W cKyCcCTBO U ABOPLIbI

CBOJIKa 10 MaTepuaIaM YpoKa; jJaTa He yKa3aHa.

Taosmna nokaspiBaeT, yeM MOCKBa

1 CaukT-IleTepOypr oTIMUYaroTCs 110 IVIaBHBIM
TOCTOIIPUMEYATEILHOCTSIM U 00II[eEMY XapaKTepy. DTO
IIOMOr'aeT ObICTPO IIOBTOPUTH HA3BAHUS U KJII0UEBbIE
0COOEHHOCT.

MocKkBa 0oiibllle cBsI3aHa ¢ 00JIbIINMU
ILTOLIAJSIMU M CUMBOJIaMU IOCyJapCTBa,
a Cankr-llerepOypr — ¢ 1BOpLIAMU,
Habepe;KHbIMU U MY3€ESIMI.
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3eJICHbIC 30HbI 1 MECTa IS IIPOrYIOK

ITapku MOCKBBI

ITapK I'opbKOTo, 3apsgaibe

1 Teppuropusa B/IHX
II0OKa3bIBAIOT, YTO B MOCKBE
MO;KHO HE TOJbKO
CMOTPETDH
J0CTOIIpUMEeYaATEeIbHOCTH,
HO U OTAbIXaTh. DTU MeCTa
ITOIXOIAT I IPOTVIOK,
BCTPEY U CIIOKOMHOTO
COPOJICKOI0 JI0Cyra.

JleTHuii can

JleTHuu cajn

B Cankr-lleTepoOypre —
O/IMH 13 CaMbIX U3BE€CTHBIX
3€JICHBIX VI'OJKOB I'OpOJa.
31eCh BaKHBI CJI0OBaA
garden, walk u relax,
IIOTOMY UTO IIPOCTPAHCTBO
coueTacT JIepeBb,

TOPOKKU U UCTOPUUECCKYIO
arMocaepy.

MapcosBo mo.1e

MapcoBo 110/1€ — HIPOKOE
OTKPBITOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO

B LIEHTPE TOpoja, e
yI00HO I'VISITh U BUJAETD
BOKPYI Ba;KHbIE
naMAaTHUKU. OHO IToMoraeT
IIOHSTD, UTO city sights
ObIBAIOT HE TOJBKO
3JaHUAMU,

HO U ILIOMQ/ISIMIA.

HaoOepe:xubie HeBbl

HaoOepe;kupie HeBbI 1a10T
ropoay BO31yX, CBET

1 IIUIPOKUE BUJIbI HA BOAY.

DTO XOPOIINI IPUMED
TOT0, KaK open space

u riverfront nemamot
TOPOJICKON Iensask dojree
KpaCcUBbBIM U VI0OHbBIM
TSI IIPOTYIIOK.
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[IpocTou MapmIpyT 1O JOCTONPUMEYATEIbHOCTSIM

[TocsienoBaTe IbHOCTD ITONMYIAPHBIX MECT /LI 3alIOMIHAHNS aHTINNCKIX Ha3BaHUU U OCHOBHBIX IIPU3HAKOB KAK/IOT0 00 bEKTA.

Church on the

Spilled Blood
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HaszBaumusa MecrT

C.1oBa capital,
city, square,
cathedral,
museum, theatre
u palace
IIOMOT'aI0T
Ha3bIBATH Pa3HbIe
TOPOJCKUE
00beKThL. C HUMN
JIETKO COCTaBJIATH
KOPOTKUE
[IpEeNI0KEHNS

0 MockBe

1 Caukr-Ilerepoy
pre.

Boxa 1 MocCThI

Jlekcuka bridge,
river u park
HY;KHA, YTOOBI
OIIICHIBATH
Habepe;KHbIe,
KaHaJIbl 1 MecTa
LIS IIPOTYJIOK.
SDTU CJI0BA 4aCTO
BCTpEYaIoTCs,
KOIIa YYEHUKU
rOBOPSAT

O BHEIIHEM BUJIE
ropoja.

O1leHKa
a0CTOIpUMEYa
TEJAbHOCTU

C.ioBa sight,
famous n beautiful
IIOMOTAIOT
BBIPA3UTH
BIICUATIICHUIE

OT HaMATHUKA.
OHU TO3BOJIIIOT
CcKa3aTh, II04EMY
00BbEKT U3BECTEH
1 yeM

OH HpaBUTCSH
JIIOTSIM.

HcTopuuecroe

1 COBPEMEHHO
e

[TapsI old

1 modern
I10JIC3HBI

119 cCpaBHEHUSA
3TaHNH Pa3HbIX
ATIOX.

C X TOMOLIBIO
MOKHO KPaTKO
I10Ka3aTh, YTO
B I'OpOJIe €CTh
U IpeBHIUE,

11 HOBbIE MECTa.

IIpocThie
MOJI€EIU
MPEeLI0KEeHNI

dpaspl This is... It
is in... It was built
in... m It is famous
for... momoraioTt
TOBOPUTH

0 TOCTOIIpUMeEYaT
eJIbHOCTAX

0e3 CI0/KHBIX
KOHCTPYKIIUI.
DTO0 yrooHasg 6a3a
119 YCTHBIX
OTBETOB.

18



MockBa u Cankr-IleTepOypr B pa3Hbie C€30HbI

SMHAIAI MocKkBa

3uMoU MOCKBa BBILISIIUT 0COOEHHO SIPKO:
OT'HU Ha ILTOIAISIX, VKPAIIEHHbIE VINIIbI
1 IPa3THUYHBIN [IEHTP IeIaI0T TOPOTI
3aMeTHBIM. B ontmcanuu ynooHo
1CIIOJIB30BATh c1oBa winter lights i busy

city.
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2. Jlernuii llerepoypr

Jletom CanKkT-IleTepOypr Kaskercs
CBET/IbIM U IIPOCTOPHBIM, a HAOepeKHbIE
1 IIAPKU BBINVISIAST 0COOEHHO
IIpUBJICKATEIbHO. /LI mumocTpannumn
[IOAXOAAT summer trees, river views

11 OTKPBITOE HEODO.
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3. beJibie HOUN

beple HOUN — BasKHasI 0COOEHHOCTD
[leTepOypra, KOTOpyIO JIET'KO 3allOMHUTD.
B 3T0 BpeMA BeuepoM J0JII'0 HE TEMHEET,
rmoaTomy night bridges u pale sky
CO3JaI0T MSITKOe, [IOUTU CKa304HOe
BIICUAT/ICHUE.
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Y10 MBI V3HAJIN
0 JIBYX I'opojax

MockBa u Cankr-IleTepOypr 1mo-pazHoMy II0Ka3bIBaIOT
HCTOPUIO U KVIBTYPY Poccun: oquH ropoj cssa3al ¢ Kpacoon
ILIOIAIbI0 1 KpeMiéM, Ipyron — ¢ ABOPIIaMU, pEKaMU,
MOCTaMU 1 MYy3€esIMIL.



