Adverbs and
Adjectives in
English: key
forms, functions,
and common
mistakes




Why adjectives and
adverbs matter in
Grade 10

These words make English more precise:
adjectives describe nouns, while adverbs clarify
actions, qualities, and statements. Mastering
them improves reading, writing, and exam
performance without unnecessary repetition or
ambiguity.



Adjectives: meaning and main function

What they describe

An adjective gives extra information about a noun or pronoun: size,
color, age, origin, or opinion. It answers what kind? , which one?, or
how many? and helps readers visualize details.

Usual position

In English, adjectives often come before a noun: an interesting lesson.
They can also follow linking verbs such as be, seem, become, 100k,
feel, and sound: the lesson is interesting.

Common examples

Typical phrases include a clever student, a red jacket, an ancient city,
a Mexican restaurant, and three important ideas. Each adjective
narrows the meaning of the noun and makes the sentence more
specific.

Why they matter

Accurate adjectives improve description, tone, and clarity. In school
writing, they help you build stronger arguments and more precise
responses, especially when comparing ideas or analyzing texts.



Descriptive adjectives

These express quality or opinion, such as
beautiful, careful, or noisy. They make nouns
more vivid and often carry the writer’s
attitude toward the person, place, or thing

described.

Demonstrative
adjectives

This, that, these, and those
point to a specific noun.
They help the speaker or
writer identify exactly
which person or object is
meant without repeating
the noun.

Types of adjectives in English

Quantitative adjectives

comparisons.

Possessive
adjectives

My, your, his, her, our,
and their show ownership
or association. They
always come before the
noun and are essential for
clear reference in both
spoken and written
English.
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These show amount or order: many, few,
several, first, second. They answer questions
about quantity and help organize information
clearly, especially in explanations, lists, and

Proper adjectives

These are formed from
proper nouns, such as
Italian food, Shakespearean
drama, or Canadian culture.
They often preserve the
original capital letter in the
base form and add
specificity.



Adjective types compared by function

R = R

Shows belonging Always before noun Tun npunaraTenbHOro onNpeensieT ero
CMBbICJT ¥ MECTO B NPEeN0XEHUM;
orten caplializec Bopury. 1 TIEre BrIOPATE MIPABATIEHYIO
opMYy.

KpaTkoe LWKoJIbHOe rpaMMaTnu4yecKoe
o6o06LeHne




Comparative and superlative forms of

adjectives

L

Short adjectives
For many one-syllable adjectives, add -er

for the comparative and -est for the
superlative: small, smaller, smallest; fast,
faster, fastest. This pattern is frequent in
everyday English.
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Meaning of comparison
Comparative forms show difference
between two things, while superlatives
show the highest degree within a group.
Using them correctly is essential for
accurate description and analysis.

2

Longer adjectives

3

Irregular forms

Longer adjectives usually form Some of the most common adjectives are
comparisons with more and most: irregular and must be memorized: good,
interesting, more interesting, most better, best: bad, worse, worst; far,
interesting; important, more important, farther/further, farthest/furthest. They do

most important. The structure keeps the not follow the regular pattern.

sentence clear and natural.

S

Common caution
Do not combine markers incorrectly,

such as more better or most fastest.
Choose one comparison pattern only,
and make sure the form matches the
adjective itself.




Adjectives in two sentence positions

Before the noun After a linking verb

In the first sentence, the adjective stands directly before the In the second sentence, the same adjective follows a linking
noun and acts like a label: a bright idea. The structure is verb: the idea is bright. The adjective still describes the noun,
compact and typical for everyday English, especially in written but the verb connects subject and description instead of
description, where the adjective immediately narrows the noun’s showing an action, which is a key grammar distinction.
meaning.




How to identify an adjective in a sentence

AJ'II'OpMTM OCHOBaH Ha TOM, KaKoe CJ10BO YTOYHAETCAHA U KaKYyHO MH(I)OpMaLI,VII-O OHO Job6aBnserT.

KauecTBo, UBeT, SE;CVI:)hft Mepepg noun
) pasmep, —— nposepka —P which? / how WM nocne — noaxomut — 370 adjective
Hangu E]_, HT0 OHO MPOUCXOXAEHNE? ma.n ” linking verb?
cyllecTBuTENbHOE YTOUYHSIET? v

Ecnn yTouHsieT
Perb/adjective/adverb —
He adjective




Adverbs: meaning and main function

What they modify Information they give Manner and degree

An adverb usually describes a verb, an Adverbs answer how? , when? , where? , Words such as clearly, carefully, and very
adjective, another adverb, and sometimes a how often? , and to what extent?. They show manner or degree. They help the
whole sentence. It adds detail about how an make statements more exact, which is reader understand not only what happens,

action happens or how strong a quality is. especially useful in narration, explanation, but also the intensity or precision of the
and argument. action.

Time and place Style and clarity

Adverbs like late, yesterday, here, and In strong writing, adverbs should sharpen
nearby locate an event in time or space. meaning rather than repeat it. Used well,
These forms are important for building they improve fluency; used too often, they
logical sequence and clear scene can weaken the sentence and make style
description. less precise.




Main semantic groups of adverbs

B (pynnbl Hapeuwi

Frequency and degree adverbs are
especially common, because they are
needed for routine, emphasis, and
evaluation.

manner time place frequency degree LLIkonbHaa rpaMmmaTmnyeckas
Knaccuoukauma; compiled for
presentation use




Formation of adverbs in English

L

Cyoodukc -ly

MHormne Hapeuuna o6pasyroTca C NOMOLLbIO
cybpukca -ly: quick — quickly, careful —
carefully, quiet — quietly. 9Ta mogenb yao6Ha,

HO paGoTaeT He A/1F BCeX C/oB U TpebyeT
NPOBEPKN CMbICNa.

3

HeperynsapHblie Hapeuus
YacTb YaCTOTHbIX Hapeyunin umeeT

dukcmpoBaHHble popmbl: well, too, very, quite,
never, here, there. Takne cnoea HY>XHO
3arnoMUHaTb OTAENIbHO, MOTOMY UYTO OHU

He Mo44YUHAIOTCA OOLLeMy npasuny.

2

Coenapatowme popmbl

HekoTopble cnoBa BbIrA4AT OAMHAKOBO

KaK npunaratenbHble U Hapeyus: fast, hard, late,
early, daily. Ix ponb B npennoxeHunu
onpepgensieTcss He GOpPMOU, a TEM, KaKoe CNoBo
OHU YTOYHAOT.

4

He ka)xxpoe -ly — Hapeuue
OKoHYaHue -ly 4yacTo yKa3blBaeT Ha Hapeuue,

HO He BCerga: CioBO MOXET ObITb
npwunnaratesibHbiIM U NPOCTO YaCTblO

YCTOMUMBOrO BblpaXkeHus. [MoaToMy BaXXHO
CMOTPETb Ha PYHKLINIO B KOHTEKCTE, a He TONbKO
Ha OKOHYaHue.
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Degrees of comparison in adverbs

UcxopHaa popma

CHa4vana ncnonb3yeTcs
06blYHOE Hapeume: fast,
carefully, well. OHo npocTo
Ha3blBaeT CMocob AenCTBuUS
NN CTEeNeHb NpuU3Haka

6e3 cpaBHeHUA.

CpaBHuUTeNbHaA
cTeneHb

3aTeM BblOUpaloT
comparative, 4TOoObI
nokasaTb pa3Huuy: faster,
more carefully, better. Takas
dopMa nomMoraeTt
COMOCTaBUTb ABa AenNCcTBUA
NO MHTEHCUBHOCTMU

NN KavyecTBy.

MpeBOoCXxogHas
cTeneHb

[Tocne aToro superlative
Bblpa)kaeT HanBbICLLUYHO
cTeneHb: fastest, most
carefully, best. BaxHo
NOMHUTb U HEPETYNSIPHbIe
dopMbl, Takne Kak well —
better — best n far —
farther/further —
farthest/furthest.
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Adjective or adverb? Similar forms that
often cause confusion

_

Ecnn cnoBo onucbIBaeT CYLWEeCTBUTENbHOE,
3TO NpwunaraTtenbHoe; ecnun rnarosn

UNU NPU3HaK, Yyalle TpebyeTca Hapeuue.
KOHTEKCT Ba)kHee BHeLUHero cxogcrtesa ¢opMbl.

KpaTkoe LWKOJIbHOe rpaMMaTn4yeckoe
06006LeHne no teme adjective/adverb 13



Sentence positions and grammar patterns

L

Nono)xeHue npunaraTtesibHbiX
[MpunaraTefibHble 0ObIYHO CTOAT Mepen CcywecTBuUTenbHbIM: a bright

idea, an old house. Nocne cBA3kKU be, seem, look, feel oHn
COXPaHSOT onmucaTesibHYo QYHKUNIO, XOTS HaXOAATCS B ApPYrou
NO3NLMUMN.

3

Hapeuusa yactoTHOCTMU

Hapeunsa 4yaCcTOTHOCTU OObIYHO CTaBATCSA Nepen, CMbIC/TIOBbIM
rnaronom: usually study. Ho nocne be ux mecto MmeHsaeTc4a: are
always ready. 9TO OHO U3 CaMbIX 3aMETHbIX LLUKOMbHbIX NpaBu.

2

OO6blYHbIe MeCTa Hapeuum

Hapeuunsa valle OTHOCATCA K rnarony, npunaratelbHOMY
Unn gpyromy Hapednto. NosTomy OHM CTOAT PAJOM C TEM CITOBOM,
KOTOpOe YTOUHAOT: speaks clearly, very cold, quite carefully.

4

Hapeqml BCero BbiCKa3biBaHUA
Cnosa Bpoge probably, luckily, honestly Hepeako cToAT B Hayane

nNpeanoXeHnsa unu nepep, rnaBHbiM coobuleHnem. OHU oLleHUBaKOT
He O[IHO CJ/I0BO, a BCHO MbIC/b LIe/IMKOM U 3a4atoT OBLLUNIA TOH
BblCKa3blBaHMUIO.
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Common mistakes with adjectives and
adverbs

Adjective BmecTO0 adverb CpaBHeHue 6€3 JIMLUHUX CJI0B

OpHa n3 caMblX YacTbIX OLUMOOK — Henb3a ycunueaTtb CpaBHEHWE OBYMA
ynoTpebsieHne npunaraTtesibHoOro Tam, rge cnocob6amu cpasy: more better nnn most
HY>XHO Hapeuune: He sings good. fastest. Hy>XHO BbIOGpaTb OANH KOPPEKTHbIN
B HOpMaTMBHOM aHIMMNCKOM NpaBunibHO: He BapuaHT: better, more important, fastest,
sings well, noToMy 4TO CNOBO OTHOCUTCH most carefully — B 3aBUCUMOCTU OT GpOopMbl
K rnarony. cno.a.

HYTaHMLI,a nociie CBA30OK U NaroJjioe

[Mocne linking verbs Hy>eH adjective, a nocne
action verbs yacTo TpebyeTcs adverb.
[ToaTOMY Ba)XHO He 3ay4ymBaTb O4HO NPaBUIIO
Ha BCe cflyyau, a NpoBepPSATb, YTO UMEHHO
OMUCbIBAEeT CNOBO B NpeasioXXeHUN.




How adverbs and adjectives function in
real English texts

B punaratencHble I Hapeuns

[MpunaraTtenbHble cUibHEE paboTatoT

B ONMMCaHUM NpegMeToB, Hapeuynss —

B riepefaye JeUCTBUA U OLIEHKMW.

B HenTpanbHbIX TEKCTaX OHWU JOMOMAHAOT
Apyr apyra.

OnucaHne [ToBecTBOBaHUE NHudopmaums
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YyebHaqa nHtepnpetauma 4aCcToOTHOCTHU
No TMNamM NUCbMEHHOW peyn; LKana
yCJ/IOBHa4d, He cTaTUCTnU4eckad




[Mowaroeas npoBepka npaBUibHOU GOpPMbI

YyebHaa cxema ansi Bbibopa adjective nnu adverb B npeanoXXeHuu

Mcnonb3ayn

[na) _ I . .
G djecti il NpoBepb MpounTan Bcé
Haigm, yto 3710 adjective nposepka [—
! —— nanee —p > NUCKITHOYEHUS npeanoXxeHume
yTOYHsAeTcs CyLlecTBuTeNnbHoe?
910

pevicTeue Wcnonbaym
adverb

WU CTEMeHb?



Adjectives and adverbs in different types
of English

L

XypoXXecTBeHHbIN CTUMNb

B onncaTtenbHbIX U NNTepaTYPHbIX TEKCTaX
npunaraTefnbHble N Hapeuynsa co3paroT
06pa3HOCTb: silent streets, moved slowly,

extremely cold. OHM nomoratoT nepefaTtb TOH,
aTMocdepy U aMOLMOHaNbHbIN POH.

3

NoBcegHeBHas peyb

B YCTHOM aHIMUNCKON peyn 4acTo 3ByYaT
Hapeynsa 4YaCTOTHOCTU U cTeneHu: usually, really,
very, quite, almost. OHK genatoT BbiCKa3biBaHUE
€CTeCTBEHHbIM 1 NOMOTraroT ObICTPO 0603HAUYUTDL
OTHOLUEHWE roBOpSLLEro.

2

Yye6HO-Hay4YHas TOYHOCTb

B akagemMmnyeckom n MHPpopMauMOHHOM CTuNe
39TW CNoBa YTOYHSAOT OLUEHKY 1 Mepy: significant
results, considerably higher, approximately
equal. 3gecb 0CO6eHHO BaXXHbl TOYHOCTb

N COEPXKAHHOCTb Bblpa)eHus.

4

Pa3sHafa ¢yHKLUA B TeKCTaX

I'IpmnaraTeanble Yaule CTPOAT CTaTU4YHOE
OornncaHme, a Hapedund 000aBNAKOT ABUXEHUE,
nocnegoBatesibHOCTb N UHTEHCUBHOCTDb.

|_|O3TOMy CTWUJ/1Ib TEeKCTa BO MHOIOM 3aBUCUT
OT TOlro, Kak MMeHHO pacrnpegeneHbl 3T C/10Ba.
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Why this grammar topic matters for school

performance

L

bonee ACHble OTBeTbl
To4dyHoOe yn0Tpe6neHMe npumnnaratesibHblX U Hapeqvu‘/'l ngenaeTt OoTBeThl

B TeCTaxX U YCTHbIX 3aaHUAX NMOHATHEE. YutaTtenob 6bICTpee
NOHNMMAaET, UTO UMEHHO OMUCbIBaeTCH, CpaBHUBaAETCH
Un oueHnBaeTCA.

3

MeHbLue TUNMUYHBbIX OLUNMOOK
3HaHue pas3nuuum mexay adjective n adverb cHUXaeT 4ncno

OLLUMBOK B NepeBoe, pa3bope TeKCTa U NMOCTPOEHUM NpeaIoXKeHUN.

Oco6eHHO 3TO BaXHO TaM, rae GopMbl MOXOXKN BHELLHE.

2

CunbHee NUCbMeHHad Peyb

B acce n gnanorax ata TemMa nomMoraeT pa3Hoo6pasunTb JIEKCUKY

N n3dexaTb OQHOTUMHbLIX ¢pas. MNpaBunbHLIM BbIOOP POpMbl AenaeT
TEKCT 60/1ee eCTeCTBEHHbIM N YyoeaUTeNbHbIM.

4

ﬂquue MNMOHUMaHUNEe TEKCTOB
Korpa yYeHuK yBepeHHO pacno3HaéT 3TU YaCcTu peyun, eMy nerye

UNTaTb ayTEHTUYHbIE TEKCTbI, 3aMe4aTb OTTEHKWN CMbICJ1a
U NMOHNMAaTb, KaK aBTOpP CO3daeT onncaHne, oueHKy U cpaBHeHMeE.
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[lpunaraTenbHble
U Hapeuyusi: KOPOTKO
O NMaBHOM

[TfpunaratenbHble ONUCHIBAIOT CYLLLECTBUTENbHbIE, @ Hapeuuns
YTOUYHSAOT OENCTBUSA, MPU3HAKU U Apyrue Hapeuuns. YmMeHune
pa3nnyaTb X No GyHKLUMN, MECTY B NpeanoXXeHnn n ¢opme
OenaeTt aHrMUUCKYHO peyb TOYHEE N eCTECTBEHHEE.



