Words Denoting Colours in English: Vocabulary,
Meaning, and Use

LIBeT B aHMMMUCKOM: OT 6a30BOU JTIEKCUKU
00 MOMOM U CUMBOJTUKMN.




why colour words matter in English

LIBeToBble cnoBa — 0gHa M3 caMbIX PAHHUX M YAaCTOTHbIX rPynn NekKcnkn. OHM noMoratoT
TOYHO OMUCbIBaTb NpeaMeThbl, JIIAEN U AMOLMK, a TaKXXe OTKPbIBAOT NMYyTb K MOHUMaHUIO
MONOM, TEKCTOB U CKPbITbIX CMbIC/IOB B aHITMNCKOU peyn.




OCHOBHble Ha3BaHUSA LIBETOB B aHIMTMUCKOM $I3blKe

AOopo NeKcuKu

K 6a30BbIM
Ha3BaHUAM
oTHocaTCcA black,
white, red, blue,
green, yellow, brown,
grey/gray, pink,
purple n orange. 3Tun
CNOBa HYXHbI

ONS caMblX NPOCTbIX
N TOYHbIX ONUCAHUW
B NnoBCeaHEeBHOM
peuyun.

O6blUHbIE
KOHTEeKCTbI

Yalue Bcero
LLBETOBbIE C/10Ba
CTOAT nepen
CYLW,ECTBUTENbHbIM: a
black coat, a white
shirt, a red apple, a
blue sky. Takoe
ynotpebnexHue
nenaeT onncaHue
npeaMeTa KpaTKnUM
N MOHATHbIM.

AEl

YacTb peyuun un posib

BonbWWHCTBO 3TUX
CNOB BbICTYynaeT

Kak npunaraTtesibHble,
HO OHU TaK>Xe BXoAAaT

B YCTOMNYUBbIE
Bblpa)XeHus, Ha3BaHUA,
3arosIoBKu

U coBocoYyeTaHus, roe
3HaYeHne MOXKeT bbITb
6yKBanbHbIM

NN NEPEHOCHDbIM.

LlIkonbHaq
3HAYNMOCTDb

Ina cTaplueknaccHuK
OB 3Ta TeMa BaXkHa
KaK OCHOBa
pacwmpeHuns
choBaps, TPEHNPOBKU
YTEeHUS N NOArOTOBKU
K paboTe c TeKCTaMu,
roe uBeT obo3HavaeT
He TOJIbKO NMPU3HaK,
HO U OLLEHKY.

+

Bblpa3nTenbHOCTb

LiBeToBas neKcuka
MoMoraeT genaTb
peyb TouHee

N XXMBEE: OHa
ONMCbIBaAeT He TOJIbKO
BHEWHUN BUA,

HO 1 aTMocdepy,
HacTpoeHwe,
KYNbTYpPHbIE
accouuaunm

N aBTOPCKUU
3amblicen.



Core colour words in English: meaning and typical use

Ba3oBble LBETOBbIE C/I0Ba YacTO MMEIT NpsMoe
1 nepeHocHoe 3HauveHune. Tabnuua nokasbiBaeT,

Basic meaning Example Figurative meaning

KaK o4AHO CJ10BO pa60TaeT B ONnNMcaHnn npeagmMeToB

N B YCTONUMBDIX BblpaXeHUAX. black dark colour black cat black market

.. ........................................................................................... Whlte Ilght Colour Whlte sSNnow Whlte ||e

CaMble 4aCTOTHbIE C/I0Ba COYETAIOT NPOCToe
BU3YyasibHOE 3HauYeHMe C YCTOMUNBbLIMU NEepeHocaMu, red bright colour red dress red tape

MO3TOMY UX BaAa>XHO YYNTb B KOHTEKCTE,
da He OTAOEJ1bHO.

0606weHMe No 6a30BOV aHIMMNCKOW NEKCUKE LBETa U TUMUYHBIM YNoTpebneHmnam



Shades and nuanced colour vocabulary

CnoBa c 9pKMM 06pa3HbIM

OTTEeHOK KaK TOYHOCTb LiIBeT Kak YyacTb KapPTWUHDI

3PPEKTOM
B aHrnnMnckoM a3bike 6a30BbIN UBET OToenbHble Ha3BaHUA OTTEHKOB CnoBa Bpogae silver n golden
4aCTO YTOHYHAETCA CJIOBOM- 3By4YaT OCOHBEHHO BbIpa3nTeNbHO: coeguHSAKT LUBEeT U accoumaumio
MmoandukatopoM: light blue, dark green, scarlet, crimson, emerald, lilac, c 61eCKOM, LEHHOCTbIO
pale pink. Takune CO'“'egaH”" fenaiot turquoise, beige. OHM yacTo MW NPa3aHNYHOCTBIO. B TEKCTe OHM
ann”ochf:rg?o'lpneéﬂ""eega%%eHe Utolslatle BCTpeyaloTcsa B Mofe, An3anHe noMoraroT 6bICTPO co3aaTb
HaCblmeHHOCprmgmsyanbhoe 1 XY[O0XXECTBEHHOM OMMUCaHUN, rae 3puUTENbHbIN 06pa3s: a pale blue shirt, a
BneyaTneHue 6e3 AsIMHHbIX 06 BACHEHUMN. SERNALE) IS INOR1S0) VO e deep green forest, emerald eyes.

HO M 3MOLMOHAaNbHbIN 06pa3.



How often colour words appear in English usage

BasoBblie LBeTa fierye coyeTaloTca C NpeaMeTHON
JIEKCUKOM, MO3TOMY Yallle MoABNATCA B y4EebHbIX

N NOBCEAHEBHbIX TEKCTAX, YeM peaKmne OTTEHOUHbIe
Ha3BaHWA.

Yem Lnpe CJ1I0BO NCMOJ1Ib3yeTCHA B ONMMCaHUNAX
N nanomax, TeM Bblille ero YaCTtoTHOCTb; peaAKune
OTTeHKW orpaHn4yeHbl cneuymnajibHbIMM KOHTEKCTaMMN.

CpaBHMTeJ'IbHaFI yqe6Haﬂ OLLeHKa YaCTOTHOCTM 6A30BbIX M OTTEHOYHbIX
LBETOBbIX CJ1I0OB B NoBCeAHEBHbIX TEKCTAX



Word formation with colour adjectives

MogaundukaTopbl CTENEHU CNnoXHble popMbl
Cnosa light, dark, pale, bright, deep, vivid u soft yTouHstoT HekoTopbie LBETOBble 0603HAUYEHMA NULWIYTCA Yepes neduc,
HacbIWEHHOCTb UuBeTa. bnarogaps UM aHIMMUMNCKUIN 93bIK ecnu paboTaloT Kak eanHoe onpepeneHue: sky-blue, blood-
pa3sinyaeT He NPOCTO LBET, @ ero BU3yasbHYH0 red, snow-white. 3To noMoraeT nepenaTb LeNbHbIN 06pa3
MHTEHCUBHOCTb 1 HAaCTPOEHUE. N n36exxaTtb ABYCMbICIEHHOCTM B MMCbMEHHOMN peyn.

TUNWYHbBIE COYEeTaHUS Mpon3BoaHble CNOBa
Mopenu dark blue, light green, pale yellow, bright orange ®opwmbl bluish, greenish u reddish Bbipa)katoT
n deep red NoKasbIiBalOT, KaK LBETOBOE NMpwunaraTenbHoe npnbnnsanTenbHoe CXoACcTBO C LBETOM, a black-and-white
KOMBUHMpPYETCH C YTOUHEHMEM. TaKme KOHCTPYKLUUN 0b603Ha4aeT NpPoTUBOMNOCTaBNEHMNE NN OTCYTCTBUE HIOAHCOB.
0CO6EHHO NONE3HbI B ONMMUCaHUAX 04eXAabl, MPUPoabI TaK s3blK CO30aET bonee rmbKyo cCUCTEMY ONMUCaHUS.

N NHTEepPbEepPOB.



How a colour word develops a figurative meaning

HabnogaemMbin CpaBHeHune 3akpensieHune

PacwunpeHune
3Ha4yeHud

Nanombl
N CUMBOJINKA

CXO/CTBO Ha3BaHue
uBeT C 3TaJIOHOM Ha3BaHUA

KOHTEKCT ynotpe6neHue




Figurative meanings of colour words

Blue

Blue yacTo cBA3aHO C rpyCcTbio, MENAHXONEN UITN CNOKOUCTBUEM.
B 3aBMCMMOCTW OT KOHTEKCTAa C/I0BO MOXXET OMUCbIBaTb
9MOLIMOHaNnbHOe COCTosAHUE, aTMochepy CLEHbl UK gaXke
yBaXXUTeNbHbIN 0duLManbHbIN TOH.

Green

Green MO)>XeT 0603Ha4aTb HEOMbLITHOCTb, @ TaKXXe TeMy Npupoabl
1N 3KoNnoruun. B TekcTax 3To C/I0BO HEPEAKO CBSA3bIBAETCS C POCTOM,
obHoOBMEHMEM 1 MONoO0N, ewe He chopMUPOBaAHHOM NO3ULIUEN.

Red

Red nepenaét onacHoOCTb, 3anpeT, Hanpsa>XeHne Uan NoNUTUYECKYHO
OKpackKy. Takol nepeHoc 0cobeHHO 3aMeTeH B 3arojloBKax,

npenynpexxaeHusax 1 Bbipa)XeHUAX, rae Hy>XeH CUMIbHbI CUrHan
BHUMaHUS.

Black

Black yacTo accouumnpyeTcs ¢ HeraTUBOM, TPaYPOM, HE3aKOHHOCTbIO

NN MpayYyHou aTMochepon. ATO CNNOBO HEPEAKO CO3AAET OLLyLeHUE
TSAXECTU, KOHPMKTa NN CKPbITOW Yrpo3bl.

White

White 06bI4HO CBSA3aHO C YNCTOTON, HEBUHHOCTbIO, MUPOM
N NPUMNPEHUNEM. B KyNIbTYPHOM KOHTEKCTE OHO MOXXEeT cMAryaTb
CMbICJ1 BbICKa3blBaHNA U NOAYEPKMBATDb MONOXUTENBHYO OLIEHKY.



Colour idioms in everyday
English

PenKoCTb M HEOXXUOAHHOCTb

Once in a blue moon n out of the blue onuncbiBatoT pegkoe
NN BHe3anHoe cobbiTue. B 060ux cnyyaax LBET He OnucbiBaeT
npeaMeT, a MoMoraeT nepeaaTtb YaCTOTHOCTb M HEOXKUAAHHOCTb.

OueHKa noBegeHus

Black sheep, white lie u red flag nokasbiBatoT, Kak LBETOBbIE€ C/Nl0Ba
MapKUPYOT coumanbHOEe OTHOWEHMEe. ATU MANOMbI MOMOrarT
6bICTPO Bbipa3uUTb HeEOOObpPEHME, MATKoe onpaBiaHme

Unn npegynpexxneHue.

PaspelleHune n pmnkcaums

Green light o3HauaeT pa3pelweHne genmcTBoBaTh, a in black and white —
YETKYI0, OpUnUManbHO 3aPUKCUPOBAHHYIO GOPMYNTUPOBKY. Takmne
Bblpa>KeHNs 0COH6EHHO BaXXHbl B e/10BON 1 MOBCEAHEBHOMN
KOMMYHUKaLNN.

HioaHC KOHTEeKCcTa

OaHa 1 Ta »Xe uBeToBass OCHOBaA MOXXET MEHSATb CMbIC/ B Pa3HbIX
Bblpa>KeHnaAax. nOSTOMy nanombl C uBetTamMm HYy>KHO 3alfilOMNHATb
LHEeJIMKOM, a He nepeBoanTb CJZ1I0BO 3a CJ/IOBOM.
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Common colour idioms: meaning and connotation

BbipaxxeHue LiBeT 3HaueHue OueHka
black sheep black HEMOXO0XUIN Ha ApPYrnx HeratnBHas
YcTonumsble Bblpa>XeHNd C uBeTaMM NMNOKa3blBaAloT,
white lie white 6e306uaHas 10Xb Msrkas
UTO OONH U TOT Xe uBeT MO>XeT MeHATb 3HaA4YeHUne
red flag red CUrHa1 OnacHoOCTU npeaynpexaatoLias B 3aBMCUMOCTMU OT KOHTEKCTAa U OLLeHKM
green light green paspeLleHne aecTeoBaTb No3nTMBHasA FOBOPSLLErO.
once in a blue moon blue O4YeHb penko HenTpasbHas
see red red CU/IbHO Pa303/IMTHCH HeraTuBHas OAVH LUBET MOXXET Bblpa)XaTb Pa3Hble CMbICIIbl: OLIEHKY,

npenynpexneHue, paspeLleHmne nnm peaKkocTb. 3HaUeHue
onpenenseTcsa He caM1UM CI0BOM, a YCTOMUYMBbIM 060POTOM
LLe/IUKOM.

AHrnmnmckas ¢paseonoruns; yyebHbole npuMepbl YCTONUNBDIX
coyeTaHum



How colour words express emotions

Blue: sadness

BoipakeHue to feel blue
CBA3bIBAET LBET C Neyarnbto,
YCTanoCTbio UM NOAABIEHHbIM
HacTpoeHneM. 34ecCb BaXkeH

He BU3yanbHbIN NPU3HaK,

a YCTON4YMBOE KYNbTypHOE
cornocTaBneHne XonogHoro
OTTEHKa C rpyCTbto

N BHYTPEHHEN CNnabocTblo.

Green: envy

Bbipa>keHue to be green with
envy coeauHseT uBeT

C CWUJIbHbIM YYBCTBOM 3aBUCTW.
[lepeHOC ocHOBaH

Ha 06pa3HOCTU: AMOoLUS
npeacTaBNsaeTCcs Kak 3aMeTHbIN,
NOYTU OCA3aeMbl BHELHUI
OTTEHOK NoBeaeHwus.

O

Red: reaction

O6o0poThbl to turn red n to see red
nepenatoT pe3Kyto
9MOLIMOHANbHYIO peakKLuto:
CMYyLLEHWe, CTbiA NNn rHes. LiseT
LA CTaHOBUTCH BHELHUM
CUIHaNOM TOrO, YTO YenoBeK
nepe>xmBaeT CUIbHOE YyBCTBO.

Colour and judgement

LiBeTOBble 3MOLIMN YACTO HECYT
N COLManbHYI OLLeHKY:
nosegeHue BbIrNaguT
YMECTHbIM, ONacHbIM

NN HENOBKUM. [103TOMY LBET
B aHIMTMNCKNX Bblipa>KeHUAaX
OMNMUCbIBaAET He TOJ1bKO
COCTOSAHME, HO N OTHOLUEHME

K HEMY.

Pale: weakness

dopmMa to go pale 0b6bI4HO
onucbiBaeT 6n1egHOCTb

Npn cTpaxe, NOTPACEeHUU

nnn 6onesHn. B Taknx cnyyaax
LLBET NoKa3blBaeT pn3nYeckoe
COCTOSIHUE, KOTOopoe
HeMeaseHHO cCUYMTbiBaeTCH
OKPY>XaoLMMMN KaK NMPU3HAaK
Hebnarononyyms.

12



Main functions of colour vocabulary in English

LiBeTOBbIE CNOBa paboTaloT M B MOBCEOHEBHOMN peyu,
1 B cneuunann3npoBaHHbIX chepax: OT onncaHus
npenMeToB A0 Ha3BaHUN BpPeHO0B 1N XyO0XEeCTBEHHbIX
0b6pa3os.

Ba3zoBas dyHKLMA OCTAaETCHA onmncaTesibHOW,
HO 3aMeTHa BbiCOKas POJib MEPEHOCHbIX N KYNbTYPHbIX

3HaueHuIn, ocobeHHO B Meana, peKname u nuTepaType.

O606LWweHne Nno yuebHOMY MaTepuany 1 TUNUYHbIM YNoTpebneHnsam
B aHITIMNCKOM S3blKe

13



Borrowed and specialized colour names

PpaHLy3CKMe 3auMCTBOBaHUSA

MHoOrmne Ha3BaHMsA OTTEHKOB BOLWN B aHINTIMUCKUIM Yepe3 ppaHLy3CKUN A3bIK
N COXPaHUNMN KHUXXHDBIW, TOYHbIM XapakTep. NoaTomy turquoise, beige

M Maroon 0CobeHHO YacTo BCTPeYanTCs B oNMcaHUM MaTepuanos

N BHELWHero smaa.

A3bIKk MOObl M AN3aMHa

B nHOycTpum ogexxabl U MHTepbepa LBETOBbIE HA3BaHUSA MOMOratoT
co3faBaTb BrieyaTtsieHne cTuia U kadectsa. Cnosa ivory, khaki, burgundy

WU navy 3By4yaT 6onee npodeccmoHanbHo, UeM NpPocTblie 6a3oBblie LiBETA.

KocMeTunKa u peknama

B KocMeTHKe 1 MapKeTUHIe OTTEHOYHbIE C/I0Ba PaboTaloT Kak UHCTPYMEHT
npuBnekaTenbHocTU. Takne o603HaueHus, Kak lilac unn magenta, genatoT
NPOAYKT BU3yasibHO KOHKPEeTHee 1 NOMOraloT BblAeNIUTb ero CPpeamn NoXoxmx
TOBapoB..

XYD,O)KGCTBGH Had TOYHOCTDb

B nuTepaTypHOM OonmMcaHunu creumanmampoBaHHble LBeTa No3BoNAoT
nepenaTb TOHKYIO AeTanb cLueHbl. OHM paclmpsaoT NaamnTpy Aa3bika

n nenarT 0bpas npeameTa, TKaHW, Heba UNKn ceeTa bosnee Bbipa3nTesbHbIM
N TOYHbIM.
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Colour vocabulary in literature and poetry

LiIBeT KaK HacTpOeHWME CLIEHDI

B noa3um uBeT yacTo 3agaeT
9MOLMOHanNbHbIN GOH eLeé Ao Toro,

KaK yntaTtenb noHMUMaeT ctoxeT. OguH
TEMHbIN UJIN CBETJIbI OTTEHOK MOXXeT
N3MEHUTb BOCMPUATME CTPOKM, YyCUNNBAS
TpeBory, NOKoOn nnun oxxnaaHme. UMeHHo
NO3TOMY LIBETOBbIE C/IOBA TaK LEHHbI

y LLekcnunpa v bnenka.

KoOHTpacT 1 CUMBO

Y MHOIrmx aBTOPOB LIBET CTPOUT HE TOJIbKO
N306pa)keHmne, Ho U CMbICJIOBOM KOHTPACT.
Benoe 1 yépHoe, KpacHoe u cuHee
CTaHOBATCH 3HaKaMu
NPOTMBOMNOCTAaB/IEHUS, MOMOraloT
BblAENTb KOHDJIUKT 1 NOKa3aTb
BHYTPEeHHee cocTossHMe reposa 6e3 npsaMoro
0O6bACHEHUS.

IleTanb, KOTOPYIO 3aNOMUHAIOT

Y PobepTta ®PpocTta 1 IMnnm OAUKMHCOH
LBEeT HepenKo 3BYUUT KaK KoyeBas
OeTanb, yoep)Xupatouias BHUMaHue
umntatensa. Hebonbwoe LuBeTOOH603HAUEHUE
MOXXET NPeBPaTUTb 0ObIYHbIN NEN3axK

B CUMBOJIMYECKMIN 06pa3, KOTOPbIN
paboTaeT nonblue, YeM oTAeNbHas
ClO)XeTHas pennuka.
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Symbolic meanings of key colours

0606LuLeHMEe NO aHTNOA3bIYHOM KYNIbTYPHOM TPaAULMU U TUMNYHBIM
CUMBOJIMYECKUM YMOTPEONEHUAM

C1MBONIMKA LBETOB MEHSAETCHA OT HEUTPAIbHOM

K KYSIbTYPHO HacCbIWEHHOW: 0AUH OTTEHOK MOXXET
O3HavaTb M 9SMOUMOHANbHOE COCTOSHME,

N OOLLLECTBEHHYIO OLIEHKY, 1 TPaAMNLMOHHbIN 06pas.

Hamnbonee MHoro3sHauHbl black un red; blue, white

N green ToXXe akTUBHO MCMNOJb3YOTCH
CUMBOJINYECKU, HO UX 3HAUYEHUSA CUIbHEE 3aBUCAT
OT KOHTEKCTA.
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Grammar and spelling of colour adjectives

01

02

[Mo3nuuns npunaraTesibHoro

LiBeTOBOE NpunaraTenbHoe 06bIYHO CTOUT Nepen
CYLLECTBUTENIbHbIM U 06pa3yeT eCTECTBEHHOE ONMcaHune
npeaMeTa: a red apple, a black bag, a green tree. 3To 6a3oBas

MOJOenb aHINMMUCKOro nopAanKa CJ10B.

CTeneHb Npn3Haka

YT0o6bl YTOUHNTb MUHTEHCUBHOCTbD LIBETA, MCMNOb3YIOT C/I0BA
very, quite, rather, extremely nnu slightly. OHn nomoratoT
nepenaTb HACbILWEHHOCTb OTTEHKA U caenaTb onucaHue 6onee
TOYHbIM 6€3 N3MEHEHMSA CaMOro LBETOBOro C/10Ba.

03

04

Cno)xHble popMbl

Ecnu uBeToBOE coyeTaHMe paboTaeT Kak eanHoe
onpeneneHue, ero NUWyT Yepes nedpuc: sky-blue eyes, snow-
white dress, blood-red sunset. Takoe HanncaHmne NokKasbiBaeT,
4YTO Nnepen HaMM 0QHO LLeSIOCTHOE ONMCcaHue.

BapwuaHTbl HanncaHus

B 6pnTaHCKOM BapuaHTe aHIMIMMCKOro NpeanoyYTuTeNbHO
grey, a B aMepukKaHCcKoM — gray. Pasnunume KkacaeTcsa TONbKO
opdorpadmn, NO3TOMY NPU UTEHNUU U MNCbME BaXXHO
YUUTbIBaTb BblbpaHHbIN CTaHOapT a3blKa.
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How to analyse a colour word In a text

OTTEeHOoK

ecnu aa nnn 6a3oBbIn YTOUHNTL KoHTeKkcT
LiseToBOE Mpsimoe uset

NpoBepuTL ynoTpebrieHns
CNnoBoO 3HayeHune?

COMnoCTaBUTb

Naonoma
nnn obpas

UHTEPNPeTUPOBaTh

amMmouus
N KynbTypa

18
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PaclwupeHne yepes nHoycTpun

[No3aHee Moaa, An3anH, KOCMEeTUKa

N MHTepbepHasa chepa CcTanm akTUBHO

BBOAUTb HOBble OTTEHOYHbIE HAa3BaHUS.
CnoBa Bpogae teal, mocha, champagne

1 charcoal no3Bonnnn genatb onncaHue
ToBapoB 60s1ee TOYHbIM

- N npumuBJjieKaTes/ibHbIM.

® -

Knaccuyeckasa 6asa

[lonroe BpeMs aHIMUUCKUN onupancs

Ha 6a30Bble Ha3BaHUS LIBETOB

N HECKOJIbKO 06LEN3BECTHbLIX OTTEHKOB.
3TW CNOBAa MCNOJIb30BaNINCH B ObITY,
nuTepaType n onncaHmum NpeamMeTos,
dopMUpysa YCTONUYMBYHO OCHOBY LIBETOBOM
NNEKCUKMN.

LinppoBasa nu MegnumnHaa cpena

CeroaHs LBeTOBas NEeKCUKa bbICTPO
obHoBNAETCSH B bpeHAnHre, MHTepdemncax
N coLManbHbIX ceTAX. HoBble OTTEHKM
PaboTalT Kak YacTb obpasa, N03TOMY
A3blK BCE TOUHEE pearnpyet

Ha BM3YyasibHble TPEHObl N OXXKNAAHUS

ayantTopun. 19



Colour words: small forms, big
meaning

LIBeTOBbIe c/ioBa B aHITIMACKOM A13blKe 06beaunH[aT
onncaHue, OTTEHOK, 3MOLIMIO U CUMBOJIUKY.

X nayyeHme NnoMoraeTt YntaTb TOUHEE, MOHUMATb
NOATEKCT U BUOETb, KaK A3blK OTpaXkaeT
KYNbTYPHbIA OMbIT U BOCNPUATUE MUPA.



