Discover Moscow's famous fortress, symbols, and
history.

What do you know about
the Moscow Kremlin?
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Moscow Kremlin: facts
and context

The Moscow Kremlin stands Iin the heart
of the city on Borovitsky Hill by the
Moscow RIver. It Is both an ancient
fortress and the official residence of
RuUssia’s president, while also being a
UNESCO World Heritage Site since 1990.
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Key words for the lesson

past.

//

m‘ Kremlin and fortress

The word Kremlin means a historic city
fortress. It is connected with strong
walls, protection, and state power. In
English, students can describe it as a
famous fortress in the center of
Moscow.

ﬁ Towers and walls

The Kremlin is known for its red walls
and ancient towers. These parts make
the silhouette easy to recognize and
help explain why the Kremlin looked
like a powerful defense center in the

‘ﬁ. Cathedrals and square

Cathedrals and the main square show
the religious and ceremonial side of
the Kremlin. They are important for
speaking about royal ceremonies,
historic traditions, and old Russian
architecture.

ﬁ Palace and museum

The Kremlin also includes a palace and
museum spaces. These words help
students talk about official events,
valuable collections, and the role of the
Kremlin in modern cultural life.

- Residence and symbol

Today the Kremlin is not only a
monument, but also a residence and a
symbol of Russia. This makes it useful

for short English sentences about both
history and the present day.



Simple facts about the Kremlin

Fact

1485-1495

27.5 hectares

_.passkaya

English phrase

the brick walls were
built

UNESCO World
Heritage Site

the area of the
Kremlin

the most famous
tower

Russian meanlng

MNOCTPOEHDI
KNPTrmyHble CTEHDI

o6bekT FKOHECKO

niowanb Kpemng

caMag M3BeCcTHas
GallHs

Use the table to match key facts with their
English expressions and Russian meanings.

The data show that the Kremlin is both a
protected historic monument and an active

symbol of modern Russia.

ICTOPUNKO-apXUTEKTYPHbIV aHCaAMOMb
MockoBckoro Kpemnsa; UNESCO World Heritage
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Main stages Iin the history of the

®

Kremlin |
[ ] KnroueBeble atansi

2.0 Each stage added new buildings and a
5.5 new meaning, turning the fortress into
- the main historical heart of Moscow.
4.5
4.0 : .
e The timeline shows steady growth from
| a wooden fort to a political, religious,
3.0 and cultural center.
2.D
2.0
1.5
1.0 IcTopunyeckme cBegeHmsa

1156 1367 1475-1479 1485-1495 1838-1849 1990 O MockoBcKOM K pe MJ1e



The walls and to
the Kremlin

Powerful fortification

The Kremlin has 20 towers and walls about 2.2 kilometers long. This scale helped protect the city
and made the fortress visible from many parts of central Moscow.

Recognizable shape

The red walls with swallow-tail battlements create a distinctive outline. This design is one reason
the Kremlin is instantly recognizable in photographs, textbooks, and television broadcasts.
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Among the best-known towers are Spasskaya, Troitskaya, Nikolskaya, and Taynitskaya. Each : : 1
tower has its own place in the history and visual identity of the Kremlin. L ~ =¥ .
v = ¥
N avava a i aTataTavavale tapte ey | RA A AR R AR A A A A AR

City landmark

The walls and towers are not only defensive structures. They also form the most familiar image
of Moscow for visitors, students, and people learning about Russia.
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Best for illustration O s

A silhouette image works well here because it shows the full outline of the fortress, the towers,
and the red walls in one clear view. s
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The clock on Spasskaya Tower is
one of the most recognized detalls
of the Kremlin and is closely
connected with national
celebrations.

17

bells announce the official time and
special moments in Russia.

NICTOPUMKO-apXUTEKTYPHbIM aHCaMO/1b
MOCKOBCKOIo KpeMnd
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Cathedrals on Cathedral Square A

O1 oOld layout

Cathedral Square has preserved its XV—-XVI
century plan. This makes it an important
historical space where students can see how the
Kremlin looked in the age of the Russian princes
and tsars.

O3 State ceremonies

Coronations and major state events were held
here. The square shows how church tradition and
political power were closely connected in

Russian history.

02 Religious center

The square brought together the main churches
of the Kremlin. It was the place for worship,
church rituals, and important moments in the
religious life of old Russia.

04 Living heritage

Today Cathedral Square helps visitors
understand the Kremlin as more than a fortress.
It is also a place where architecture preserves
memory, belief, and state tradition.



Three famous cathedrals

The table compares the best-known
cathedrals of the Kremlin and shows how
each one had its own purpose.

Cathedral Main role Key fact

: : IBaH Kanwuta, AMUTpmnm
Each cathedral served a special function, ApPXaHTeNbCKMi , . HmyTp
which helps explain the Kremlin as a complex co60D burial place | Horcron, VisaH

of power, faith, and memory:. [PO3HbIN

BrnaroBeLleHCKNM private MOCKOBCKMX

cobop church npaBuUTeENnen

ICTOPUKO-apXUTEKTYPHbIM aHCaM©b/1b
MocKoBCKOIro Kpemng



The Assumption Cathedral

A church for grand
ceremonies

The Assumption Cathedral was built
IN 1475-1479 and became the main
church for major state ceremonies.
Russian rulers were crowned here,
beginning with lvan the Terrible. Its
role made the cathedral a central part

of political and religious life in Moscow.

Art inside the cathedral

Inside the cathedral, visitors can still
see frescoes and a high iconostasis.
These details help students imagine
the atmosphere of an ancient
Russian church, where sacred art and
architecture worked together to

create a solemn and impressive space.

y
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A model of old Russian
architecture

The cathedral is often used as an
example of medieval Russian
architecture. Its balanced form,
historical importance, and rich
decoration make it one of the most
valuable monuments in the Kremlin

and a strong visual symbol of the past.
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The Archangel Cathedral and historical memory

YcbinasnibHULA NpaBuUTenen

ApXaHrenbCcknin cobop 6bi1 rMaBHbIM MECTOM MorpebeHmna MOCKOBCKMX
KHA3eM 1 MepPBbIX PYCCKMX Llapen. 34ecb 0COBEHHO OLLYyTUMa CBA3b Kpemnga
He TOJIbKO C Bf1ACTbto, HO U C MaMATbIO O NTtoAAX MPOLUIOro.

MMeHa nctopum

Cobop cBd3aH ¢ MBaHOM Kanuton, AMutpmnemM JOHCKUM 1 MIBaHOM PO3HbIM.
DTN MMEeHa NMOMOTratoT MOHATb, UTO KpeMib XpaHUT HE abCTPaKTHYO MCTOPUIO,
a KOHKPETHbIEe CyObbbl N BayKHble FOCYyOapPCTBEHHbIE peLLeHUS.

NamMaTb U yBaXkeHue

BHyTpl/I co6opa noan BUOAT, KaK PEJTUTMO3HadA TpaaMUMAE rneperiyietTaeTcHd
C yBaxXXeHMeM K rpekKaM. Takoe MPOCTPAHCTBO YHUUT OTHOCHNTbCH K MCTOP NI
HEe KaK K OdTaM, a KaK K >XNBOMY HaCJie4UNHO.

He TonbKO KpenocTb

ApXaHrenbCKMM cobop MOKa3biBaeT, UTO KpeM/ib — 3TO He MPOCTO
0B6OPOHUTENTBHOE COOPYIKEHME. DTO MECTO, FAe COXPaHATCA criefbl B/1acTu,
Bepbl X HALMOHaIbHOM NMaMATU HECKOMbKUX BEKOB.
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How the role of the Kremlin changed

IcTopUMYeCcKMe aTarnbl MOKa3bIiBalOT, KakK KpeM/ib MeHanca BMecTe C POCTOM MOCKBDbDI
N POCCNUNCKOIO rocydapcTBa.

BenokamMeHHbIn Pea3npeHuus CumBon My3en
HepeBAHHas . .
CTPOUTENbCTBO LLeHTp KHA3eun yKpenneHue MMMNEepPCKOU CoXpaHeHue N agMUHUCTpaLmA
KpenocTb .
OBOPOHDI N Lapeu BMacTu cerogHs
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The Grand Kremlin Palace and the Armoury Chamber

Ol

NMNapaaHaa pesvaeHUuUa

Bonbwon KpemnéBckunm gBopeL, bbii
NocTpoeH B 1838-1849 rogax

KaK TOPYXeCTBEHHAA pe3ngeHLmnsa
POCCUMIMNCKMX NpaBuTenen. Ero 3ansbl
co3gaBanucb gna opuLmManbHbIX
MPUNEMOB, LEPEMOHUNN 1 BaXKHbIX
rOCydapCTBEHHbIX COObLITUN.

02

CokposBuLia Opy)XerMHOM nanarhbl

Opy»kemHasa Nanarta XpaHuT LLapcKkme
peranuvun, NnapagHble KapeTbl, Opy>Kme
N OparouUeHHble NOOAPKU
MHOCTPAHHbIX MOC/IOB. OTW 3KCMOHAThbI
MOMOratoT NPeacTaBuUTb 6OraTCTBO
OBOPa M 3HAYEHME ANNNIOMAaTUYECKUX
cBa3en.

03

MacTepCcTBO PYCCKUX yMernbLeB

MHorme npegMeThbl B My3eax Kpemng
CO30aHbl C BbICOKMM
XyOOXeCTBEeHHbIM MacTepcTBOM. OHU
MOKA3blBAOT, Kak B Poccumum
Pa3BMBaNMChb OBETMPHOE UCKYCCTBO,
OpY>XKEMHOE Oesio M NapaiHbin
NHTEPbEP.

04

UcTopusa B npeamMeTax

[lBopeL n Opy)kemHaqa nansata
AOMNOJIHAOT Ly Apyra. OAnH
pacCKa3blBaET O B/lIACTU, Opyrom —

O €€ MaTepuanbHOW KynbType. BMmecTte
OHW OenatoT nctoputo Kpemna 6onee
HarNsggHoOM M MOHATHOM.




What attracts visitors to the Kremlin

B Co6Gopbi 1 dopecky CTeHbl 1 GallH

S Opyxeiitas nanata [l Gonblwoii Kpemnésckuii geopel
B VicToprueckue LepeMoHun

IlnarpamMmma nokKasbIiBaeT, UTO
noceTmTenem 6onblue BCero
MPWMBMAEKAOT CaMble ApeBHME

N XyOOXXeCTBEHHO LEeHHbIE YaCTu
aHcamMobng.

[MaBHbI MHTEPEC CBA3aH C cobopamu
N MYy3eaMn: MMEHHO OHW Nydllie BCero
COXPaHAT MCTOPUIO, MCKYCCTBO

1 YHUKaNbHble penmnkBumn Kpemns.

MNnocTpaTnBHOE pacrnpenesieHne no tfeMam
nocelleHnsa Ha OCHOBE ONMMCaHMA OObEKTOB
Kpemn4a.
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The Kremlin during wars and difficult times

3a CBOO O0MTYI0 ncToputo Kpemnb He pa3
OKa3blBasfiCa B ONacCHOCTU: ero 3aTparnmBanu
MoX<apbl, 0cafbl N paspyLlueHunda. [Jaxke

B TOYOHblE BpeMeHa OH OCTaBaJsica cepaL.em

MOCKBbI M MECTOM, KOTOPOE CTPEMUINCDH
3aLLNTUTb N BOCCTAaHOBUTD.

</

UcnbiTaHue 1812 roaa

Bo BpeMda oTCcTyrnieHmsa gpaHLy3CKOU
apMmnun B 1812 rony KpeMsnb CUNbHO
MnocTpaaas. 3TOT 3NmM304 HAaNOMUMHAET, UTO
McTopmyeckme NaMaTHUKM TOXKE CTaHOBATCS
CBUOETENAMU BOMH, @ UX COXpaHeHne
TpebyeT 60MbLUOIo TPYOA |

N OTBETCTBEHHOCTMW. |
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The Kremlin in modern Russia

. OduumanbHada

pe3unaeHumns

CerogHa KpeM/sb aBnaertcsd

\ ' odpuLManbHOW pesnaeHLmen

| [Tpe3ngeHTa Poccnn. 3gecb NpoxoaarT
rocygapCTBEHHbIE LLEPEMOHNM,
BCTPEYM M Harpa)XaeHms, mosTomMy

OH OCTAETCH BaXXHbIM MOMTNTUYECKNM
LLEHTPOM CTPaHbI.

/
y UcTopuueckum .. TeMa Ans ypoKa
: KOMMNNEeKC
OaHoBpeMeHHO KpeMnb — 3TO 114 WwKonbHUKOB KpeMrb yaobeH
My3enHaga TeppPUTOPUA C COBopamMm, KaK TeMa 019 KOPOTKMX PaKTOB
OBopLUaMUM U pennMKBUaAMU. [loceTntenu N MPOCTbIX MPea/IOXEHNN
BUOAT, KaK B OOHOM MeCTe COYeTaloTCH Ha aHMMMMNCKOM. OH MOMOraeT
P —— APXNTEKTYPA, MCKYCCTBO roBOPUTb O ropoae, MCToOPpUK
—— N rocygapcrtBeHHaa nctopma. N N3BECTHbIX MeCTax 6e3 CTOXHbIX
N | KOHCTPYKL,UW.

CVMBO/J CTpPaHbI

KpeM/b 4acTo NCMOMb3YIOT Kak 06pa3
Poccnim B HOBOCTAX, Ha OTKPbITKaX

1N B yd4ebHMKax. OH cTan y3HaBaeMbIM
3HAaKOM MOCKBbI 1 BCEW CTpaHbl,
MNOHATHbIM TIOOAM BO MHOTMX CTPaHax.
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Important dates in Kremlin history

2,000

1,900

1,800

1,700

1,600

1,500

1,400

1,300

1,200

1,100 —

1156

1367

1475-1479

1485-1495

1838-1849

1990

Ha BpeMeHHOW LKane BUOHO,

KaK HEDOOSbLLUAA KPEenoOCTb NMNOCTEMEHHO
NpeBpaLlanacb B KPYMHbI
rOCyOapPCTBEHHbLIM LLEHTP

N MPU3HAHHbIV MNAaMATHUK KYJ1bTYPbI.

UeMm ganblue npoaBuraeTca NMHU4A
BpeMeHU, TEM AcCHee MeHgaeTCcH
dyHKUMAa KpemMna: obopoHa, BNacTb,
aPXUTEKTYPA, a 3aTeM OXpaHa Hacnegms.

XPOHOOrMa No odLWENPUMHATBIM AaTaM UCTOPUIU
MocKoBcCKoro Kpemng, oa4a gmuarnasoHoB
MCMOJ1Ib30BaHbI cCpedHMNEe OPUEHTUPOBOYHbIE FroAbl.
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Interesting facts 1
students

BbonbLwlaga TepputTopus

[Nnowanb Kpemna coctaBngeT oKomno 27,5 rektapa. 2To mNoMoraert
NpencTaBUTb, HACKOMbKO BEMMMK BECb aHCAMOb: BHYTPW HErrO NMOMELLatoTCA
CcO60pbl, ABOPLUbI, BALLHW N My3eWHble MPOCTPAHCTBA.

e
OBaguaTtb 6aLueH

B Kpemne 20 6allueH, 1 Kaxkgaa M3 HUX MMEET CBOE Ha3BaHME U NCTOPUIO.
BmMecTe OHM CcO30atoT y3HAaBaEMbIN CUMYST, KOTOPbIN JIEMTKO Y3HATb OaXKe
MO OAHOMY U306 PaXKEHMUIO.

3y6Lubl-NacTO4YKU u o @ I

3y6Lbl KPEMTEBCKMX CTEH MMEIOT GOPMY NTACTOUKMHOIO XBOCTa. Takaa AeTalb
OenaeT KPenocTb HE TOTbKO 060POHUTENbHBIM COOPYXKEHMEM,

HO U MHTEPECHbIM MaMATHUKOM apXUTEKTYPbI. -\W‘E‘f\ﬂf“}{‘"‘d u{‘g«f‘_ i '
Rl
| : _ . ‘a e -Mﬁ._n_.
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CMelwueHue cTunem

B 06nunke KpemMna 3aMeTHbl pycckue, UTalbsaHCKMeE U 6ofiee no3gHume
MMMNEepPaTOPCKME YepTbl. [TO3TOMY OH MOKa3bIBAET, KAk Pa3Hble 2MoxXum
M TPagMLMM MOIYT COeOMHATBCA B OOHOM aHcaMbre.



Useful English sentences about the

Kremlin

Sentence Meaning

The Kremlin is in Moscow. KpeMrnb B MocCKBe.
It is a famous fortress. OTO 3HAMeHUTasa KPenocTb.

The Spasskaya Tower is famous. | Cnacckaga 6alliHa n3BecCcTHa.
It is a symbol of Russia. 2710 cMmBoOn Poccuun.

These sentences help students describe the
Kremlin clearly and confidently in simple
English.

KopoTKMe npeaioxeHmsa nomMoratoT
3aMOMHUTb HOBYIO TIEKCUKY U BbICTPO
paccKa3aTb 0 Kpemne 6e3 COXHbIX
rpaMMaTUYECKMX KOHCTPYKL M.

Ppa3bl COCTaBMEHbI MO MaTepMarnaM ypoKa
0 MoCKOBCKOM Kpemre.
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MocKoOBCKUM KpeMsb coeanHAET MPOoLUI0oe M HAaCTOALLEee: OH XPaHUT
MCTOPUIO, YKPAaLLUAET CTOMMNLY M OCTAETCA BaXKHbIM roCy0apCTBEHHbIM
CMMBOJIOM. M3y4yaq ero, LUKObHUKKM y4aTCca roBOpUTb O Poccum MpocTo, TOYHO

N MHTEPECHO.

What the Kremlin means today




